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Southern provides students with numerous opportunities to serve God through
mission work! Two options are short uQuest mission trips and year-long
Student Missions experiences, through which students see the impact of
volunteering their time to help others and learn about different cultures.
Students also gain hands-on experience for their future careers. These trips
would not be possible without the prayers and support of alumni, family, and
friends!
We hope you enjoy learning more about these opportunities!
Blessings,
Natalie Boonstra
Panorama Editor
Empowering
Missionary Work
Calendar
September
14 | Lawn Vespers
15 | Student
Association Fall
Formal
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$400,000 Added to Student Missions
Endowment Fund
Spending a year as a student missionary is a life-
changing experience for many Southern students. Yet
for some, the financial commitment of serving abroad,
including airfare and other expenses, can be a
roadblock in making their dream a reality. That’s why
the Student Missions Operations Endowment,
initiated by a $50,000 gift from the estate of Joyce
Ford in 2016, was created.  
 
This August, an anonymous $400,000 corporate
contribution was added to this endowment, greatly
increasing its reach; it will provide more than $20,000
each year in perpetuity to help create many
opportunities for fulltime student missionaries and
those serving on short-term projects through
Southern’s uQuest program. This includes traveling at
lower costs, benefiting from more pre-trip training
sessions, and receiving more care packages from
Southern while serving abroad. This endowment fund
continues to grow as gifts are added, allowing more
students to receive aid. 
 
“Southern has sent thousands of student missionaries
into all the world, making a lasting difference in the
communities they serve,” said Christian Bunch,
student missions director. “This endowment
strengthens our programs even more, empowering
students to be the hands and feet of Jesus.” 
 
To learn more about Southern’s student missions
program, visit southern.edu/sm.  
 
22 | All Night Softball
Tournament  
 
28 | SOAP Overnight
Rock Climbing Trip  
 
29 | Student
Association Southern
Ninja Warrior Finals  
 
30 | Symphony
Orchestra Concert  
 
 
October 
 
1-5 | Fall at the Wall 
 
4 | Meet the Firms
and Graduate Schools 
 
6 | Latin American
Cultural Night 
 
7 | Wind Symphony
Concert 
   
8 | Archaeology
Lecture 
 
9-10 | Duck Walk 
 
11-14 | Midterm Break
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uQuest Mission Trips
Learning to Serve God For Life
Southern’s uQuest mission trips are a great
opportunity for students to serve in the area of their
future career, receive service learning credit, and
expand their worldview. Openings for these short-term
trips tend to fill quickly, so students are encouraged to
sign up as soon as possible. If students commit to a
spring mission trip before November 12, they may
also be eligible for a discount!  
 
Last year Elena Anunciado, junior public relations and
graphic design major, went to Bolivia on a spring
break mission trip. 
 
“uQuest prepared us for the work we would be doing.
Even though the trip was less than two weeks, I felt
prepared by my mission trip class,” she said. “The trip
was focused on relationship building, and I think that’s
the most powerful thing you can do in a short amount
of time. uQuest also does a really good job of making
it easy to fundraise.”  
 
But uQuest trips aren’t restricted to only Southern
students! There are opportunities for medical
professionals to join and mentor students who are
preparing to be doctors, dentists, nurses, or nurse
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practitioners. If you are interested in sharing your
skills and serving alongside Southern students,
contact the uQuest team.  
 
WHO TO CONTACT: 
southern.edu/uquest 
uquestmissions@southern.edu 
423.236.2123 
Check out Southern's Main Event album on Flickr, here!
We Want Your Feedback! 
 
Your thoughts and feedback are valuable! Email southernparents@southern.edu or
call 423.236.2581 with your comments or questions. 
 
Thank you! 
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Natalie Boonstra 
Panorama Editor
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